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siege; matters, however, turned out differently. Ibn
'Othman's forces halted two days at Birkah al-IIaj, but the
Sultan Tuman Bai did not venture to advance against them ;
he ought to have done so, and given them battle there,
before they could get into Raidaniyyeh. On Thursday Ibn
'Othman's force came on, and his advanced guard reached
Jebel Alimer.

On learning this the Sultan sounded the alarm in camp, and
ordered the troops to move out to engage Ibn 'Othman's
army. The drums beat to battle, the chief Amirs and the whole
force mounted, and extended across the plain. [97] Ibn
'Othman's soldiers came on like locusts in multitude and they
were superior in point of numbers, The two armies met in
the outskirts of Raidaniyyeh, and a terrible battle ensued,
which it would take long to describe, a greater battle than that
which took place in Merj Dabek. Countless numbers of the
Turks were killed, including Sinan Pasha, Ibn 'Othman's
former tutor and his Chief Vizir, and a great many of his
Amirs. Their bodies lay scattered from 'Allan's fountain (?)
to the tomb of Amir Yeshbek, the Dawadar. Then the Turks
recovered, coming up from every direction like clouds. They
divided into two forces, one advancing under Jebel Ahmer, and
the other by the camp at Kaidaniyyeh. The noise of their
musketry was deafening, and their attack furious. In a short
time countless numbers of Egyptian troops had fallen,
including a great many of the chief Amirs, among whom was
Ezbek, the Gunner. Atabek Sudun, the Dawadar, was
seriously wounded, some say that his thigh was broken and
that he hid in a field there. Amir 'Allan, the Dawadar, was
also wounded. In the short space of about sixty minutes the
Egyptian army was defeated and in full retreat.

Tuman Bai stood his ground about eighty minutes after
this, and fought on with a few of his armed slaves and
Memlooks, inflicting great losses on Ibn 'Othman's men.
Finally, when the Turks were too many for him, finding him-
self deserted by his troops, and fearing capture, he folded up